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For Every Home,
A Video Theater
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By ROB SABIN
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ARDCORE videophiles

are a suffering lot. Deter-

mined to re-create in their

homes an experience akin
to that of the local movie theater —
minus the sticky floor and ringing
cell phones — these enthusiasts can
spend $100,000 or more pursuing cut-
ting-edge equipment that promises
to deliver the nuance and impact of
celluloid. They log endless hours on
the. World Wide Web debating the
meTits of the latest wide-screen pro-
jector or surround-sound processor,
and they pay technicians hundreds of
dallars to calibrate their televisions
so the image is just so

It's a sorry, all-consuming exist-
ence for this high-tech centaur —
half gear-head, half Siskel and Ebert
But when the lights go down and the
picture and sound come up, these
fanatics enter a world most of us
visit only at the multiplex. For them,
feeling that first jet fly-by, or seeing
that breathtaking vista in its natural,
blazing glory, makes it all worth-
while.

These days, however, you don't
need to go to such lengths to share
thelr bliss. Late-generation digital
video and audio gear has narrowed
the: gap between entry-level home
theater and state-of-the-art It's a
matter of degree. If you already
have a 27-inch or larger television, a
mbobdest §1,500 system suitable for
small to mid-size rooms can easily
achieve those blockbuster special ef-
fects Got more dough? You can en-
hance the experience by stepping up
to a larger television and more pow-
erful sound. Money's no object? Tear
up a room and install plush theater
seating, high-end hidden speakers, a
10-foot wide screen and a computer-
ized control system. That is home-
video nirvana.

Every home theater system, re-
gardless of cost, has the same basic
¢lements. It starts with a video
source component, such as a VCR or
videodisk player When playing a
movie, the soundtrack goes to an all-
in-ane  surround-sound receiver, or
separate surround processors and
amplifiers, and then to five or six
speakers strategically arranged in
the room. The picture portion of the

Rob Sabin is a contributing editor for
Stereo Review's Sound and Vision
magazine

movic winds up at the television or
video projector Pretty simple, real-
ly. Unless, of course, youre not a
technical type, in which case shop-
ping for this stuff can seem like a
“Nightmare on Eim Street,”” com-
plete with ghoulish audio/video
salesmen walting to ambush you at
every turn But by following a few
basic tips, even a ncophyte can end
up with a system that will impress
friends and family, stay within budg
et and deliver hour upon hour of
movie and music enjoyment

TIP NO. 1: Get a DVD player The
DVD, or digital versatile disk, looks
like a regular compact disk but has
from 7 to 25 times the data capacity
That extra real estate, combined
with some fancy digital data com-

What was stri&_ly a
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vldeophile’s format

last year is available
now to almost any-

one, with the cost
of basic players
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down to $299.

pression, gives DVD movies twice
the detail of VHS videocassettes,
with noticeably richer, truer colors
In addition, most disks offer six
channels of digital sound, instant ac-
cess to any portion of the movie and
such interactive extras as multiple
languages and subtitles, a choice of
wide-screen letterbox or convention-
al picture formats, and additional
material like comments from the
director, cast biographies or scenes
that never made it to the {inal cuL
What's more, what was strictly a
videophile's format when Introduced
in the spring of 1997 has become the
people’s format. The cost of basic
players has dropped to $299 at good
sales, and there are now more than
2,000 DVD video titles, including
most new films from virtually all the
major studios With about a million
players sold, big video chalns are
beginning to offer DVD rentals. And
a new Web service called NetFlix
(www netflix.com) stocks every title
and rents by mail. Some DVD play-
ers will accept new Divx pay-per-
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play DVD’'s, which are purchased
outright for $4.49 cach and renewed
for a small fee via a modem in the
player when they are watched a sec-
ond or third time. If you have been
waiting to see whether DVD will
stick around before buying a player,
you are out of excuses

TIP NO. 2: Go with a Dolby Digital
sound system. Many DVD movies,
and virtually all new releases, offer
Dolby Digital surround sound That
is a huge improvement over the sur-
round sound from VHS tapes Video-
tapes, as played through an old-style
Dolby Pro Logic audio/video receiv
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SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NOW PLAYING
.. SONY THEATRES CINEPLEX ODEON CITY CINEMAS
v LINCOLN SQUARE * FIRST & 62ND CINEMAS * ANGELIKA FILM CENTER
BROADWAY & 68TH STREET  62ND ST BET. 1ST & YORK AVE.  CORNER OF HOUSTON AND MERCER ST
336-5000 505-CINE #957 777-FILM #531
10:35, 1:25, 4:15, 7:20, 10:20 1:30, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 11:20. 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20
v mm *m www.historyx.com [NO PASSES ACCEPTED YO THS ENGAGEMENT |

AMPAS, NFPA, DCA, WGA, PGA, BAFTA, MPSE, SAG Film Nom. Com., NSFC, MPEG, ASC, CAS and ACE Members: Your
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LINCOLN PLAZA
CINEMAS

63rd St & B'Way opp Lincoin Center 757 2280
For Advance Ticket Sales CALL 777-FILM*#740

DANCING AT LUGHNASA

1105, 12:00, 1.00, 2:00, 3:00. 400,
5.00, 6:00, 7-:00, 8:05, 2:00, 10:05

GODS AND MONSTERS

1120, 1:20, 3.25, 535 800, 10:10

HAPPINESS

11 00, 1:35 420, 705 950

THE CELEBRATION

1150, 150, 3:55, 6:15, 8:25, 10:25

LOLITA

12 65, 3 40, 6:40, 9:30
Visit Movienel at hip://www.movienel.com

BAMRose Cinemas

at Brooklyn Academy of Music

~ Grand Opening!

DANCING AT LUGHNASA

130, 4.00, 6:30. 9:00

“GODS AND MONSTERS

1:50, 4:20, 6 50, 9.20

THE CELEBRATION

2:10.4:40, 7:10, 9:30

SLAM

2:30, 500, 7 30, 9:50

30 Lafayette Ave in Downtown Brooklyn
Parking Available or 2,3,4,5.D Q to Atlantic Ave

B.N.M.R to Paclfic St Subway Stations
For Info & Advance Sales 718,623.2770

A triumphant piece of filmmaking...
Brody displays the raw, instinctive
talent of a young DeNiro or Pacinol”
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8 LOEWS CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT company

(T-Rex in 30 IMAX )
12hoon. 120 € 520 640 920 1040

(Everest in 2D IMAX )
2:40, 800

“New York 30: Across The Sea of Time)
10:30AM ’ =
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B'way & 68th Street 212-336-5000
www.sonyimax.com
ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE
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er or processor, can offer only four
separate channels of sound, Includ-
ing a single rear channel that goes to
two speakers on either side of the
viewing secats. DVD’s, however
when played through appropriate
Dolby Digital equipment, have six
separate channels, with independent
sounds going to each of the two rear
speakers, plus an additional “low-
frequency effects” channel that
feeds a dedicated subwoofer to re-
inforce explosions and the like

With these advances, movie sound
engineers can now place specific
sound effects virtually anywhere in
the room You can hear allen zom-
bies creeping up from behind your
left shoulder, or egomaniacal fighter
pilots flying diagonally overhead
Furthermore, because Dolby Digital
is a digital audio system, it delivers
the dynamic impact and clanty fa-
miliar from CD's

Prices on Dolby Digital receivers
have plummeted to nearly half what

' they were a year ago, with budget

models now advertised at $399 or
less. And the same Dolby Digital
receiver that plays DVD's will also
decode Dolby Digital broadcasts re-
ceived on satellite dishes and on the
new digital televisions. These units
offer Dolby Pro Logic surround
sound as well, in case you still get the
urge to play one of those wimpy
videotapes

TIP NO.3: Don't fret about digital
television — yet. The buzz is on about
the new DTV broadcasts, particular-
ly about high-definition television.
You haven't really seen your favorite
news anchor until you've seen every
hair on his well-coiffed head from the
comfort of your den HDTV is that
sharp And if you're in the market for
just a plain old television around
which to build a home theater, the
thought of premature obsolescence
may be enough to make you freeze in
terror. But you should worry only if
you plan to buy an HDTV The mod
els just hitting stores are (oo expen-
sive ($7,000 and up) for average con-
sumers and still in their technologi-
cal infancy. Over the next few years,
critical features will be added and
prices will drop. One option is to pay
a premium today for an HDTV-ready

' television, to which a digital televi-

sion tuner can be added later But
there is no guarantee such a “‘sepa
rates’’ approach will offer the same
functionality as an integrated HDTV
available in 2001

So the best advice for most of us 1S
to wait on HD. And while you wait, go
get a regular analog television. BIg-
screen direct-view tube sets are a
steal these days, with 36-inch models
going for as little as $1,000 and 32-
inch televisions starting at $550 For
something bigger, there are plenty of
bargains in the rear-projector cate-
gory as well Just plan ahead and
don’t buy a television so big that it
will not function in a secondary loca-
tion, such as a bedroom or summer
home, if you are ready to step up to
HDTYV in a few short years. And, by
the way, the television you buy today
will never go dark  even after broad-
casters turn off their analog chan-
nels some time beyond 2006, a set-top
tuner will permit the viewing of digi-
tal programming until the set ltself
dies

TIP NO. 4: Know your options. Like

-

Stuart G-::Lkn?xr;

anything else, home theaters come In

good-better-best packages. A starter
system that would impress 90 per-
cent of us includes a DVD player, a
Dolby Digital receiver rated at 75 to
100 watts per channel, and, 1n all
likelthood, a subwoofcr/satellite
speaker system. The latter consists
of five tiny monitors (the satellites)

and a separate, compact subwoofer ,

to handle bass duties. Good sub/sat ,
systems start at about $500, and they
arc a great choice for those whose
homes are short on space or long on .
interior design. All together, it might

cost $1,500 to $2,000 to add all these _

items 10 an existing television
The next step is to go after bigger
speakers that will play even louder
and offer better dynamics than a .,
modest sub/sat system. A full en~_
semble built around a decent pair of
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floor standing tower speakers might .

start at $1,500. It will take a top-ling .
receiver to drive those speakers .
($300 to $2.800), and you may now be ™

thinking about adding a 48-inch or ]

larger rear-projection television .

($1,300 and up) Are we having fu13

yet? .
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F space and budget permit, the
last step takes you into the-
realm of high-quality separate
surround-sound
better (though not necessarily loud-
er) audiophile speakers, and a front-
projection system that paints an im-
age on an §- to 10-foot-wide rectangu-
lar screen that descends from the
ceiling or occupies a wall A good
front projector alone might cost
$10,000 to $50,000 (though, if it is any
consolation, most will display high-
definition television Images with the
addition of a digital tuner) Start
adding the rest — remote-controlled
lights and drapes, installation — and
you are entering the rarefied territo-

components,

ry described earlier However, what |

this home theater offers, with good

DVD or high-definition source ma: <

terial, 18 a picture nearly indistins
guishable from film, accompanied
by powerful, gut-wrenching sound
Of course, do some research be-
fore shopping. Specialty magazines
are a good source for component
recommendations, as are on-line bul-
letin boards and news groups. And
here's one more tip  After installing
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a new home theater, there is a ten- ,
dency to, well, stay home So do
make it a point to get out once in.a *
while Maybe go see a movie 2 »

' ¥ R A8

-






